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CHIEF JUSTICE TAYLOR HUDNALL STUKES
By JOHN G. DINKiNS
Chief Justice Taylor Hudnall Stukes died in the Medical College Hospital at Charleston following a heart operation on February 20, 1961.
He was born June 1, 1893, at Manning, a son of the late Joseph Taylor
and Cava Hudnall Stukes. He attended Davidson College and was a Phi
Beta Kappa graduate of Washington and Lee University in 1915 and a
cum laude law graduate of George Washington University in 1919. He
received a Doctor of Laws degree from Erskine College in 1959.
In June, 1923, he married Georgie Sauls, also of Manning. To this
happy union were born two children, a daughter, Frances Cava Stukes,
now Mrs. Stephen Skardon, of New Orleans, La.; and a son, Joseph Taylor
Stukes, of Columbia, South Carolina.
Soon after the completion of his service overseas in World War I, he
began the practice of law at Manning and continued in active practice
until his election as an Associate Justice of our State Supreme Court.
Early in his career as a practicing attorney it was evident to his brother
lawyers that he possessed in a high degree those qualities essential to a
good, sound, successful lawyer. He was a thorough and a preserving student of the law and displayed an unusual facility for clear logical expression which came with ease and naturalness from a very fine and incisive
mind. His personal integrity and his strict concept of the lawyer's ethical
and moral obligation to his client and to the public inspired confidence
and trust in all with whom he came in contact. As he grew older in the
profession he developed a very keen interest in younger lawyers and
nothing gave him more pleasure than to speak a word of encouragement
or praise, or to lend a helping hand to a "youngster" of the Bar.
Chief Justice Stukes believed that the success of our democratic government was dependent upon each sovereign citizen actively participating.
For example, he was always careful and methodical about qualifying to
vote, and always voting in municipal, county and state primaries, and
general elections. In 1933, he became Chairman of the State Democratic
Executive Committee. He further displayed this interest by becoming a
candidate for the state legislature in 1922, becoming a member of the
House of Representatives in 1923, and remaining there until he was elected
to the Senate in 1927. He was thorough in his work as a member of the
House and Senate and became an outstanding leader in both, being Speaker
pro tempore of the House of Representatives and President pro tempore
of the Senate.
He was elected Associate Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court
on February 29, 1940, and continued to serve in this capacity until his
unanimous election by the General Assembly to the high office of Chief
Justice of our Supreme Court in 1956.
A careful and thoughtful study of our Supreme Court decisions written
by him not only impresses the reader with his great intellectual powers,
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his knowledge of the law, his meticulous care and prodigious work; but we
are at the same time impressed with the wide and varied experience
acquired by him in all important areas of our State. His knowledge and
familiarity with the history of legislation in South Carolina, with our
State's departments and institutions; his knowledge of the social and
economic problems of our people, all acquired through the years as a
lawyer and a lawmaker, are reflected in the many opinions of the Court
written by him.
The Chief Justice was a deeply religious man, devoted to his Church
and actively interested in all of its departments. He was a Ruling Elder
in the Manning Presbyterian Church, and in 1956, he was Moderator of
the Synod of South Carolina.
We have never known a person who enjoyed and appreciated his family
and his friends more than he did. His love and devotion, and his constant
thoughtfulness of his wife, his children and his grandchildren, were inspiring examples to his friends and associates. With everyone with whom
he came in contact he was courteous and considerate. His high standard
of character, ethics, and morality, and his strict self-discipline, required
him to be firm and positive when such was necessary, but by nature he
was gentle, sympathetic, humble, and modest. Our Bar, our State, and his
friends and loved ones have lost a Statesman, a great Judge, a tender and
loving husband and father, and a sincere friend.
"Sleep on, dear friend, such lives as thine
Have not been lived in vain,
But shed an influence rare, divine,
On lives that still remain."

WILLIAM GORDON BELSER
By CnARLEs B. ELLioTT
William Gordon Belser, one of South Carolina's most distinguished lawyers, after a long and fruitful life, died in the City of Columbia on
January 6, 1961, in his eighty-sixth year.
He was born at Woodside Plantation in Clarendon County October 8,
1875, a son of the late Ritchie Hugh Belser and Gulielma Baker Belser.
Mr. Belser was educated at the Summerton High School and the South
Carolina Collcge (now University of South Carolina), from which he
graduated with the degree of A.B. in 1895 with highest honors. His college
career augured well for the future of the brilliant young man. He was
President of the Euphradian Literary Society and won the Euphradian
Society medal for debate, the Roddey medal for debate, the Carolinian
medal for essay, and the Southern Intercollegiate Oratorical Association
medal for oratory. Always a keen student of English literature, he took
post-graduate work at Johns Hopkins University. He graduated from
the University of South Carolina Law School with the degree of LL.B.
in 1900 and was admitted to the Bar the same year, immediately forming
a partnership with the late William D. Melton in the City of Columbia.
Here he had an illustrious career in the practice of the law for a little
more than sixty years. When Mr. Melton became President of the Uni.
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versity of South Carolina in 1922, Mr. Belser continued the practice of
law with his brothers, J. Edwin Belser and Irvine F. Belser, under the
firm name of Belser and Belser. Mr. Belser had extensive interests in
real estate and was President and Director of the Argus Investment Company, North Columbia Land Company, Court Securities Company, Acme
Building and Loan Company, and several others.
Of course, he was a member of the Bar Associations, and his scholarly
interests were recognized when he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at the
University of South Carolina.
Mr. Belser was a man of great dignity and inherent reserve and would
eschew any fulsome flattery even by a friend. But the record should show,
as the records in this Court House show, that the firm of Melton and Belser
(later Belser and Belser), by virtue of the talents and solid integrity of its
members, achieved a front mark, a well-nigh indispensable position as one
of the great law firms in advising and developing the public interests of
Columbia and Richland County and indeed throughout this section of the
State.
As his record at the old South Carolina College indicated, Mr. Belser
possessed all of the qualities that make the great lawyer: the first of
these was integrity of the highest degree; the second was pure intellect
of the first order and a vast knowledge of the law, particularly in the
field of real property and in the broad areas of equity practice; the third
should be listed as indomitable physical and moral courage. He was a
magnificent physical specimen until age laid its hand upon him and even
then, like Moses of old, his will and intellectual fire did not abate.
When the writer of this memorial came to the Bar he soon learned
that Mr. Belser's pleadings, as filed in the Court House, were used as
models by the young, as well as the older members of the Bar, and his
opinion on any question relating to property in particular was considered
the law and the gospel.
He was twice married, first to Mary Elizabeth Wilson and later to
Mary Elliott Cummings.
Survivors include five daughters, Mrs. Willis Fuller of Anderson, Mrs.
Bernara H. Blythe, Mrs. C. Anderson Riley and Mrs. John Grimball, all of
Columbia, and Mrs. Thomas P. Kirby of Danville, Illinois; a son, Col.
William G. Belser, Jr., with the U. S. Army in Ankara, Turkey; two
brothers, J. Edwin Belser and Irvine F. Belser, both of Columbia; fourteen grandchildren, and a number of nieces and nephews.
He was a member of Trinity Episcopal Church and was an ardent supporter of his alma mater, the University of South Carolina, to which he
made two very valuable gifts, one in the sum of ten thousand dollars,
and the other a valuable tract of land in the City of Columbia.
In addition to his law practice, Mr. Belser was extensively engaged in
real estate operations, having been interested in a large development near
the northern section of Columbia, and in the development of sections in
and around Columbia known as Sherwood Forest, Hampton Terrace, Rbsewood Gardens, Suburban Farms, and others.
His recreational interests were horticulture, gardening, and fishing.
He spent part of the summers at Pawley's Island and part of the winters
in Florida.
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A closing thought may be appropriate. Mr. Belser was born ten years
after Lee's surrender at Appomattox, at a time when the South was
broken and desolate; and when he began the practice of law in 1900 the
South was still broken and desolate. The rising tide of unrest is illustrated by the campaign of William Jennings Bryan against McKinley in
1896, which terminated in the defeat of Bryan at the polls. But not long
before 1896, cotton had been selling at three and five cents per pound.
Mr. Gordon Belser's parents had six children, one daughter and five
sons. The daughter was a college graduate and four of the sons were
graduates of the University of South Carolina and the fifth son spent
two years at Carolina. Two of these sons, including Mr. Gordon Belser,
Sr., graduated with first honors. This is a remarkable record for any
family.
The community into which Mr. Gordon Belser was born and reared
early attained a fine and gracious civilization. The people living in that
community valued the arts, the graces and courtesies of life, and primarily the education of their children; and certain it is that we "serve
the interests of posterity by treasuring the memory of our ancestors."
Mr. Belser was a descendant of the Baker, Haynsworth, and Furman
families, and on both sides of his family his forebears for 'generations
had been prominent in the legal and educational history of the State.
This proud tradition and heritage, making as it does for excellence in the
individual life, undoubtedly contributed in a large measure to the development and success of this eminent lawyer who devoted his life to the
service of his profession and thereby to the cause of justice here on earth.
The inscription on the Confederate monument on the State House
grounds could properly apply not only to the men in gray who gave their
lives for their beloved land, but also to the men who came later, as did
Mr. Gordon Belser, and devoted their talents to the growth and development of their local communities:
"True to the instincts of their birth,
Faithful to the teachings of their fathers,
Constant in their love for State."
I deem it a profound privilege to have known this distinguished lawyer
and able counsellor and servant of his profession.

HOMER SAMUEL BLACKWELL
By RALPH T. WiLSON
Homer S. Blackwell was born at Due West, South Carolina, on July 23,
1882, and departed this life on November 19, 1960.
He attended Erskine College and in 1906 graduated from the Law School
of Mercer University at Macon, Georgia.
In 1911 he married Jeannie Shannon Stoney, who came from a family
deep rooted in the social and religious life of the State. They had one
daughter, Henrietta Blackwell Ketcham, now residing in Charlottesville,
Virginia.
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He was a faithful member of the Presbyterian Church and took active
part in the church, being a teacher for many years of the adult class
in the First Presbyterian Church of Laurens.
Mr. Blackwell spent a large part of his life as a public servant. Immediately after finishing college he taught school in Laurens County
and after that was elected a member of the House of Representatives in
1912 and served as a member of the Ways and Means 'Committee. During
his service in the House of Representatives he made many life long
friends.
He began the practice of law at Laurens with John M. Cannon under
the firm name of Cannon and Blackwell. In 1921 he became the senior;
member of the firm of Blackwell, Sullivan and Wilson of Laurens, which&
existed until his death.
In 1916 he was elected Solicitor of the Eighth Judicial Circuit composed of counties of Abbeville, Greenwood, Newberry and Laurens. He
served as Solicitor for five consecutive terms, from 1916 to 1936, at which
time he did not offer for re-election.
He served as Special Judge on many occasions, both as Special Judge
over Civil Court and Court of General Sessions.
During his latter years he served as City Attorney for the City of
Laurens and was acting as City Attorney when his health began to fail
and he had to give up court practice.
To my mind two things, among many others, earmarked the long and
successful career of Homer S. Blackwell, the first of which was his loyal
devotion to his many friends and the enjoyment of his association with
them.
The second quality was his attempt to find justice and to see that
justice was done. The highest quality that I can pay him is to say that
as Solicitor he represented not only the State, as prosecutor, but in a
sense felt that it was his duty to protect the rights of a defendant as
well as the State and especially if the defendant were not represented
by counsel.
Homer S. Blackwell was deeply interested in good government and took
an active part in politics. He had outstanding traits of honesty, courage
and devotion to duty. His passing has been greatly felt by his family and
his friends.

OWENS TAYLOR COBB
By WLimA

P. DoNELAN

Owens Taylor Cobb, the son of Wade Hampton Cobb and Mamie A.
Shannon, was born December 3, 1904. He was the son of a most distinguished father. His father at his graduation from a one-teacher school,,
made the address for the graduating class and John P. Thomas, a distinguished member of this bar who had appeared at the school to make the
principal address, upon hearing Wade Hampton Cobb make his talk
invited him to study law in his office. At the age of twenty-three Wade
Hampton Cobb, the father of Owens, became Probate Judge of Richland,
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County where he served for a period of eight years. He later became
Solicitor of the Fifth Circuit, comprising Kershaw and Richland Counties,
and held this office for a period of eight years until his death in November, 1918.
Owens Taylor Cobb graduated from Columbia High School when he
was just fifteen years of age. He wore short pants upon his graduating
from high school, and the first pair of long trousers that was bought for
him was when he left Columbia to attend Roanoke College, Roanoke, Virginia, where he receive his Bachelor of Arts degree. He was an excellent
student and it is interesting to note that while a student at Roanoke
College he taught both Latin and Greek. Upon his graduation, he taught
Latin in private schools in New Jersey and North Carolina for several
years, and he then returned to Richland County where he taught math
in the public school system at Dentsville. He also was the athletic coach
tfhere for several years. Not only was Owens Taylor Cobb a school teacher
-prior to entering the law practice, but his three brothers and three sisters
-were also school teachers; and if the years of school teaching of all of
-them including his father were added up, it would total about one hun,dred seventy-five years.
Owens then entered the University of South Carolina for the study of
law and upon graduation in 1931 he became a member of the Richland
,County Bar. He then went into the practice of law with Gus Deal, now
,deceased, and later practiced law with his brother, Jackson B. Cobb.
He was married to the former Catherine Williams and of this union
'two fine sons were born, Owens Taylor Cobb, Jr., his namesake, who is
tan attorney of law at this Bar, and William Deal Cobb.
jIn 1940, at the young age of 36 years he suffered his first stroke. He
-was at the time a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives
from Richland County and was up for re-election that very year. He
was re-elected without making a single campaign speech. His brothers,
Wade, who is the Superintendent of Education of Richland County, DeBruhl, and Jackson out of devotion to him did his campaigning and speech
making for him. Up until recently Owens had the distinction of having
served the people of Richland County in the State Legislature as long
.as any other representative of this county.
'His hobby was gardening and even though he had the use of only one
-arm after his stroke, he successfully carried water in a pail, and with a
hoe as his only gardening tool had one of the finest vegetable gardens
in the city of Columbia. His family had fresh vegetables practically the
year round.
After his untimely stroke in 1940, he kept his spirits up. He never
became depressed and was always quick with some little witticism to
cheer up those with whom he came in contact. He envied no man. He
accepted life as it was. He was the essence of politeness. He was kind,
considerate, and understanding.
On July 10, 1960, Owens Taylor Cobb suffered his second and final
stroke and died on that date after successfully practicing law for a period
of twenty-nine years.
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WILLIAM TALLEY ELLIOTT
By COLEMN

KARESH

Professor William Talley Elliott of the School of Law of the University
of South Carolina died on March 27, 1961, after a lengthy and painful
illness. On May 14, 1959, during the school year, he became hospitalized
and from that time until the time of his death, he was prevented, with
one notable exception, from returning to his classes. By sheer power
of will and out of a compelling desire to resume his work, he returned
to the Law School in the fall of 1960, but the recurrence of his illness
made his stay a short one.
Talley Elliott was born in Columbia on April 16, 1903, the son of Henry
Laurens Elliott and Alexina Talley Elliott. His ancestry on both sides
was a distinguished one. He attended the Columbia public schools, and he
received his collegiate education at Davidson College, from which, in 1923,
he received an A.B. degree. At Davidson College he made an outstanding
record as a scholar and as an athlete. He was a member of the tennis
team and served as manager of the baseball team. Following his graduation from Davidson College, Talley Elliott, in 1923, entered the Law
School of the University of South Carolina. His capabilities in English
brought him an instructorship in the English Department of the University,
a post which, while pursuing his law studies, he filled from 1924 to 1926.
As a law student he was outstanding, and in recognition of his scholarly
attainments he was elected to membership in Phi Beta Kappa. In 1926,
he received his LL.B. from the University, and shortly afterwards he was
admitted to the practice of law by the South Carolina Supreme Court.
Upon his admission to the practice he became associated with the late
John Hughes Cooper, of Columbia, and with him enjoyed a lucrative and
extensive practice. The association lasted for about three years, and he
then formed a partnership with the late John M. Cantey, Jr., of Columbia,
which was terminated by Mr. Cantey's death in 1933.
On October 29, 1930, Talley Elliott married Miss Mildred Gibbes. She
survives him, together with their children, William Talley Elliott, Jr.,
and Eleanor Weston McMahan, and a grandchild, Robert McMahan.
In 1932, Talley Elliott became an instructor in the School of Law of
the University of South Carolina, and in the following year became an
Associate Professor of Law, becoming a full Professor a few years later.
Professor Elliott ranged over many areas of the law. At one time or
another he taught the courses in: Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure,
Damages, Domestic Relations, Sales, Administrative Law, Legal Ethics,
Office Practice, Corporations, Legal History and Bibliography, Personal
Property and Taxation. In all the subjects which were his he had reached
a high degree of competency, but those in which he excelled and which
made the-greatest-impact and gave him the highest reputation were those
which he was teaching at the last: Criminal Law, and Domestic Relations.
For more than the usual twenty-five years that mark a generation,
students learned the law from Talley Elliott. Their number is a large
one. The Richland County Bar and the South Carolina Bar are filled
with them, not to mention those who did not turn to the practice after
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leaving the Law School. There is the certainty that the great number
who went out from Petigru College - the Law School - over these many
years have carried with them the fond remembrance of the man who was
their teacher and their friend. There was no pedagogical aloofness about
him; he was not a demanding taskmaster. He was a dedicated, striving
teacher, animated by an almost tender affection for those who received his
instruction.
Talley Elliott, as those who were his students will recall, had the ability
to make his classes interesting without the sacrifice of substance; to give
sparkle and drama to the dullest of subjects; to lighten with humor and
illustrative stories what might be otherwise drab and severe. This mastery
of his subjects, his keenness of intellect, his flashing wit, his ability to
communicate, set him apart as a most successful and appreciated teacher.
His was the talent to state concisely and incisively the most difficult
of legal principles, and to cut through the maze and the jungle of law and
facts. He had the gift - valued and cherished by his students - of reducing and translating for them the most complex of legal doctrines into
simple rules and definitions. For his students he made the study of law not
a chore or a burden, but a delight to which they could respond with enthusiasm.
But Talley Elliott will be remembered by his students not entirely for
his instructional capabilities. Equally to be remembered are his kindness
and understanding, his warmth and friendship. To his students he was the
good friend, the confidant, the adviser. For them he had the greatest of
affection, and they repaid him with their affection. They brought to him
their problems, they sought his counsel, they made him privy to their hopes
and their ambitions. In him they found the ready listener, the patient
counsellor, the sympathetic friend.
Talley Elliott was a modest man, humble and unostentatious, almost
shy. He loved the law, he loved life, he loved mankind. Such a man leaves
a legacy of good, a contribution of great worth to society, and through
those who were his students, a furthering of the great goals and principles
of the law.

DEAN JAMES NELSON FRIERSON
Dean Emeritus J. Nelson Frierson of the University of South Carolina
School of Law was born in 1874. Dean Frierson was a native of historic
Stateburg. He received his baccalaureate degree from Hobart College
where he also received an honorary doctorate. He obtained his law degree
from Columbia University.
Dean Frierson practiced in New York and South Carolina and was a
part-time professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law
from 1908 until he became Dean in 1920.
He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, national honorary scholastic fraternity; Phi Delta Phi, legal fraternity; a member of the State bar and
the American Law Institute.
He taught one summer in the Cornell University School of Law.
During his many years at the University, Dean Frierson was ac..,e in
instituting the case method of teaching law. He was also a leader in the

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sclr/vol13/iss3/17

8

et al.: MEMORIALS
1961]

BAR ASSOCIATION FEATURES

487

American Bar Association and other groups in establishing standards for
law schools and admissions to the bars of several states. It was largely
due to his efforts that the University Law School received early recognition
as a grade "A" school from the American Association of Law Schools.
Dean Frierson retired in 1946. He served as President of the State
Tuberculosis Association and as a director of the South Carolina Association for the Blind. He was also Secretary of the Standing Committee
of the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina.
Dean Frierson is survived by his widow, Mrs. Louise Dwight Mazyck
Frierson; a daughter, Mrs. R. L. Kerr of Charleston; a brother, John
Frierson of Darlington; and two sisters, Mrs. E. L. Craig and Mrs. Elizabeth Sullivan, both of Columbia.
In 1946, Dean Frierson was honored when his portrait was presented
to the University of South Carolina by former students and colleagues.
Mr. Charles B. Elliott, among others, spoke on this occasion and in the
course of his remarks this quotation from Robert Browning was used:
For ....we are made so that we love
First when we see them painted, things we have passed
Perhaps a hundred times nor cared to see;
And so they are better painted - better to us,
Which is the same thing. Art was given for that;
God uses us to help each other so,
Lending our minds out...
Following this quotation, Mr. Elliott stated:
I shall try to call attention to a few of the fine things we have 'passed
perhaps a hundred times' in our association with Dr. Frierson, of
which this painted picture will remind us in days that follow. And so
here the artist is lending his talents out to succeeding generations
of law students, practicing lawyers, and law teachers in keeping
before them the inspiration that flows from a worthy life.
JOSEPH FROMBERG
By Louis M. SHIMEL
Joseph Fromberg was born in Augusta, Georgia, May 27, 1890. His family moved to Charleston in 1908. He was graduated from the Law School
at the University of South Carolina in 1910, at the age of twenty. A
special act of the state legislature was passed to admit him to the bar
at that age, and he opened his practice in Charleston. He was elected
to the General Assembly in 1914 and 1916. He was recorder of the city's
police court from December 15, 1931, to March 15, 1935, when he resigned
to become a special assistant to the attorney general in Washington.
In June, 1940, he resigned his Washington post and reopened his law office.
in Charleston and served as special assistant to the U. S. attorney for
the eastern district of South Carolina in connection with land acquisition
cases. He had been active in most local elections since 1911.
While he was recorder he undertook personal campaigns for a domestic
relations and juvenile court for Charleston county and a correction home
for juvenile delinquents. He urged establishment of a correction and
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detention home for white women and favored laws that would impose
compulsory chain gang sentences on all persons convicted of driving cars
while intoxicated. He served as chairman of the board of registration for
the municipal election of 1923. In 1948; he was elected grand chancellor
of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, Knights of Pythias.
He died in Charleston on January 14, 1961. Judge Fromberg was a
man of unquestioned integrity and enjoyed the respect, not only of the
members of the bar, but of all who came in contact with him.

JOHN KYLE HOOD, JR.
By

SAMUEL L. PRINCE

Son of John Kyle Hood and Sara Kennedy Hood; born at Anderson,
November 14, 1898, lived at Anderson all his life and died there October
24, 1960; Erskine College A.B.; Georgetown University LL.B.; admitted
to South Carolina Bar 1922; Bachelor; member of South Carolina Board
of Law Examiners for a number of years commencing 1946; City Attorney for Anderson for some ten years or more; Assistant Division Counsel
for Southern Railway Company at time of his death; Chairman of Anderson Zoning Board for more than ten years; Chairman Anderson County
Democratic Executive Committee 1949-1960; Mason; Presbyterian; Sunday School teacher and member of Board of Deacons, Central Presbyterian
Church at Anderson for a number of years and part of the time was
Chairman of this Board; and member of the following Bar Associations:
American, South Carolina and Anderson County.
The mere recital of the foregoing is some revelation of the breadth and
quality of John Hood's life.
John Hood was a man of faith and character.
There comes reverberating down through the ages the question propounded by Job, "If a man die shall he live again."
The great scientist, Joseph LeConte, of the last half of the Nineteenth
Century, stated that every intuition of the mind and heart that was deep
and strong and universal has always been true. A majority of men have
always believed in life after death and this belief has been deep and strong

and universal.
Consistent with LeConte's conclusion, John Kyle Hood, Jr., a sound and
able Sunday School Teacher, like Paul of Old, knew whom he hath believed, who hath abolished death and brought life an immortality and
John too, like Paul, was persuaded that whom he hath believed was
abundantly able to keep that which he, John, had committed unto him
against that day.
Despite the comfort of John's faith, his passing has been a painful
wrench to those of us who were closest to him.
John Hood was a man of character; he was honorable; he was a man
of marked ability in -his profession and otherwise; he -was superior in his
loyalty to his friends; and when those last days came when he was undergoing that greatest of all tests that comes to every man, his thoughts
were for those who after his passing would be needing his aid and
comfort.
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After fourteen years of service on the State Board of Law Examiners,
John Hood resigned because of pressure of other duties. On this occasion
one of his fellow workers most aptly quoted: "He was a man, take him
for all and all, I shall not look upon his like again."
Thus the passing of an able man, professionally and otherwise, a man
of faith and character.

ANDREW JACKSON HYDRICK
BY T. B. BRYANT, JR.

Andrew Jackson Hydrick, a distinguished lawyer of this State, passed
away on June 10, 1960, at Orangeburg, S. C., after a long and useful
service at the Bar. Mr. Hydrick was born on June 11, 1879, and his more
than four score years were all spent in Orangeburg County.
After attending the public schools, he entered The Citadel at Charleston
and graduated in the year 1900 with an A.B. degree. While at the Military
College of South Carolina, he distinguished himself as a cadet and was
made Captain of Company "C" his senior year. For several years after
.the completion of his academic education, he taught in the public schools
of this County until he went to Spartanburg for the purpose of studying
law in the office of his uncle, the Honorable D. E. Hydrick, who later
became an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina.
In 1905, Mr. Hydrick was admitted to the Bar and for 55 years enjoyed
a large general practice in State and Federal courts.
In 1906, he was elected a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives where he served for four years. In 1919, he assumed the office
of Solicitor of the First Judicial Circuit and discharged the duties thereof
in an efficient and competent manner for twenty years. While Solicitor
he participated in some of the State's most celebrated criminal trials.
Early in his career as Solicitor he prosecuted an appeal to the Supreme
Court on behalf of the State from an order of the trial judge sustaining
a plea of former jeopardy in the case of State v. Corbett, 117 S. C. 356,
109 S. E. 133 (1921). The trial judge was reversed, and the defendant
brought back to trial and convicted. His efforts in this case were recognized
as outstanding by the Bench and Bar.
Mr. Hydrick was again elected a member of the House of Representatives from Orangeburg County in 1942, where he served several terms.
In 1950, because of the splendid reputation he had attained as a legal
draftsman, his services were sought by the Legislative Council, and for
ten years he was responsible for the drafting of much of the important
legislation introduced in both branches of the General Assembly of this
State.
In politics, Mr. Hydrick was always a loyal and devoted member of
the Democratic Party and served as Orangeburg County Chairman for
ten years immediately preceding his death.
This stalwart of the Bar gave much of his time to the civic and religious
activities of his native County. For more than fifty years he was a
member of St. Paul's Methodist Church at Orangeburg, and for a number
of years was a teacher in its Sunday School. Because he was a profound
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student of the law and always willing to lend assistance to any lawyer
in solving complicated legal questions, he was, in addition to his many
activities and his private practice, of inestimable value to young lawyers
who sought his help.
Fortunately, he remained mentally vigorous all of his life and during
his last illness, while over eighty years of age, lawyers visited him in
his sick room where he assisted them in the solving of intricate and difficult legal problems. This he was able to do even when he did not have
the physical strength to leave his home. His kindness, consideration, and
helpfulness to other members of the Bar are and will be greatly missed.
Mr. Hydrick is survived by his widow, Mrs. Maude Riley Hydrick; one
daughter, Mrs. Gladys H. Cox; and one son, Andrew Jackson Hydrick, Jr.,
an able and active member of the Orangeburg Bar, all of whom reside at
Orangeburg, S. C.

WILLIAM BAKER McGOWAN
BY FRANK P. McGowAN
William Baker McGowan of 18 Victory Ave., Greenville, S. C., was born
in Laurens, S. C., May 27, 1892. He was the son of the late Frank P.
McGowan and Mattie Calhoun McGowan of Laurens, both of whom were
exceptional scholars. His father was a distinguished and most able lawyer
in Laurens for forty-eight years prior to his death, and served as Special
Judge numerous times in the Courts of Common Pleas of various counties.
He was called "the Chancellor" by the members of the Laurens Bar.
William Baker McGowan was a graduate of Laurens High School, where
he played on the first football team of that school. He also held an A.B.
degree from the University of South Carolina, class of 1914.
While at the University of South Carolina, William McGowan played
on the varsity football team for three years and on the varsity baseball
team. He taught school for two years and coached the football team at
Greenbrier Presbyterian Military School, Lewisburg, West Virginia. He
was a graduate of the Law School of the University of Virginia, class of
1921, and played on the varsity football team while there. His law course
was interrupted by 26 months of voluntary service in the U. S. Armed
Forces during World War I. He attended the Officers' Training School
at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, where he was commissioned a lieutenant
in the field artillery. Thereafter, he was stationed at Camp Jackson,
now Fort Jackson, and at Fort Sill. He served as a First Lieutenant of
the 317th Artillery of the 81st Division. While stationed at Camp Jackson,
he played on the football team. After the Armistice in 1918, he returned
to the Law School of the University of Virginia and completed his law
course. While at the University of South Carolina and at the University
of Virginia he was a member of the Kappa Alpha Fraternity. He was
assistant football coach at the University of Virginia, the University of
South Carolina, and Furman University.
He was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1922 and began the
practice of law in Greenville. He served for some time as Judge of the
Greenville County Juvenile Court. He resigned from that position when
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appointed Judge of the Greenville County Court in 1945, in which capacity
he served until his untimely death on March 20, 1961, following two
severe operations.
His funeral services were conducted on March 22, 1961, at the First
Presbyterian Church of Greenville, of which he was a member, by Dr.
C. Newman Faulconer. He was interred in the beautiful Woodlawn Memorial Park in Greenville. He is survived by his wife, the former Reba
Ruckman of Staunton, Va.; two daughters, Mrs. Rupert Fulton of Greensboro, N. C., and Mrs. Francis Richardson of Easley, S. C.; by four grandchildren, William McGowan Fulton and Jane Addison Fulton of Greensboro, and Cantey McGowan Richardson and Sarah Miller Richardson of
Easley, S. C.; by two sisters, Mrs. R. L. Cruikshank and Miss Rosa
McGowan of Greenville, S. C.; and by two brothers, John Calhoun McGowan, attorney of Charlotte, N. C., and Frank P. McGowan, attorney of
Columbia, S. C.
William McGowan was held in the highest esteem by the public as
well as by members of the Bench and the Bar. A beautiful tribute was
published in the Anderson Independent of Anderson, S. C., regarding William McGowan. It said, among other things:
The heart of Greenville was saddened by the recent death of Judge
William B. McGowan. . . . Never a hand-shaking or back-slapping
politician in the usual sense of that term, Judge McGowan climbed
Lawyers, who should know legal
on sheer ability and sincerity ....
ability when they see it, said that he was without a peer as a student
of the law, and also as a presiding official.
It was not unknown for Judge McGowan to stop proceedings, when
he saw the state had a weak case, and order a directed verdict for
the defendant.
He was a humanitarian among humanitarians, one who believed in
the rights of all human beings, and was interested in preserving
human dignity, yet never advertised that fact.
In addition to his court duties, Judge McGowan was a faithful member of the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville and, in church
and out of it, was a splendid example of a man who sought to walk
the path of right. There are numerous stories around Greenville of
his quiet, yet useful endeavors in behalf of friend or stranger, but
all of those stories were told by someone else. Bill McGowan's nature
was devoid of any semblance of vanity.
All of upper South Carolina, and Greenville County in particular, will
be poorer because this good man was called from his labors at the
age of 68.
The Greenville News said in an editorial on March 21, 1961:
There was about the Greenville County Court during the years that
Judge William Baker McGowan presided over it an atmosphere of
kindly and even friendly informality. But there was also a feeling
that the proceedings were in firm hands and that the presiding judge
and those who participated as officers of the court were diligently
seeking the truth and were determined to serve the ends of justice.
Lawyers, plaintiffs, defendants and jurors always were treated with
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the utmost consideration from the bench; yet no breach of proper
decorum was tolerated. Good humor generally prevailed except under
the most tense circumstances.
Judge McGowan ran a 'relaxed' court, and a laugh was permissible,
so long as it did not interfere with the dignity of what was going
on - and the judge frequently joined in. Watching him on the bench
one occasionally caught a fleeting smile that was indicative of suppressed mirth behind the benign countenance of .a man who could
be just as lenient and just as tough as the circumstances demanded.
His approach to the law was both humane and scholarly. We have
seen him halt a trial and render a directed verdict when he felt the
charges of the suit were unjustified; he saw no point- in keeping
the defendant in jeopardy any longer than was necessary and he did
not believe in wasting either the time of the court or the money of
the taxpayers. When it came to hearing special cases, weighing the
evidence and interpreting the law, he was a stickler.
As County Judge, he had concurrent jurisdiction in many matters
with the state (circuit) court and he went out of his way to cooperate
with the county and circuit solicitors to keep the dockets of both
courts as nearly up to date as possible.
All of this added up to a great contribution to justice in Greenville
County.
We shall not soon forget this able and attractive man who came to
Greenville from Laurens County by way of the Universities of South
Carolina and Virginia, loved sports and was known to be somewhat
addicted to the pastime of another intellectual, Thoreau - fishing.
A distinguished member of the Greenville Bar, who had known William
McGowan for more than thirty years, wrote the following regarding him
in his daily diary:
He has been as close to me as a brother. My affection for him was
that of a younger brother for an older brother. His counsel and
advice over the years shall not be forgotten. To me he was the
Chancellor....
He further said:
Sadness prevailed throughout the courthouse upon the passing of
Judge McGowan. All the county officers and employees were mourning
his passing and their own personal loss. His profound knowledge
of the law was not his chief quality. He was a gentleman of the
old school and his love of his fellowman was deep and not affected.
As a Judge, justice was tempered with mercy. . . . It has been said
that 'Four things belong to a Judge, to hear courteously, to answer
wisely, to consider soberly and to decide impartially.' Judge McGowan had all four.
The Greenville County Bar unanimously passed a beautiful resolution
following the death of Judge McGowan, in which it was said that:
In the more than sixteen years during which he presided over our
County Court he served with honor and distinction and by his impartial administration of justice gained for the Court and for himself
the trust and confidence of all who came before him and of the entire
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community; ... his conduct, in carrying out the duties of his office,
was ever marked by consideration and courtesy to members of the
Bar and to all having business in his Court and won for him not only
the respect due to his official position but the esteem and affectionate
regard of those who knew him best.
The resolution expressed sincere sorrow at his passing and the Greenville
County Bar's deep sense of personal loss.
The South Carolina House of Representatives on March 23, 1961, unanimously passed a resolution introduced by the members of the Greenville
County delegation regarding Judge McGowan. The resolution, among
other things, stated that he had served with distinction as Judge of the
Greenville County Court since his appointment to that office in 1945;
that his judicial temperament was exemplified by his unfailing fairness
to both attorneys and parties appearing in his court; that his countless
opinions and decisions were significant for their clarity of reason and
soundness of law; and that Judge McGowan's service to his community
was not limited to judicial functions but also included extensive activity in
civic affairs.
William Baker McGowan had, to use an expression of his beloved father,
an "analytical concept of the law." He was of sterling character, highest
integrity, and he had a most pleasing personality. He was modest and
detested bigotry, sham, hypocrisy, false pride, pretense, and ostentation.
He was a simple man of the people, and he never lost the common touch.
He was always jolly, cheerful, and ever-conscious of human needs. It was
not only his judicial talent, but it was also the man himself, his character,
his unselfishness and fine characteristics that touched laymen and lawyers
alike. A real man and a real citizen is one who applies Christian principles
in the daily practice of his avocation - one who is a servant of God in
his daily living and dealings with his fellow men. William Baker McGowan
was just that.
There was great sadness when the Great and Divine Physician suddenly
called William Baker McGowan "Behind the Curtain" during his hospitalization on the morning of March 20, 1961, and promoted him to further
joyful service in the everlasting Heavenly Kingdom of God. In the language of the prophet Micah, I am sure that we can feel that "He has
shown what is good; and what doth Jehovah require but to do justly,
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with God." Micah 6:8.
Dr. Faulconer, minister of the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville,
during the funeral service read the following statement, prepared by
one who was dear to Judge McGowan - one of his daughters, Mrs. Francis
McGowan Richardson:
We think of him as a great man whose service to mankind was the
grave task of balancing. the scales of justice. His devotion to the
court and his critical weighing of the evidence was an inspiration
and challenge to each of us. But in this case the Supreme Judge balanced the scales. This Supreme Judge saw fit to tilt the scales to
the side of Eternal Justice and Peace. And it is there, with God's help,
that we submit him.
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RUSSELL DAVID MILLER, SR.
By

JOHN C. LINDSAY

What finer tribute can be paid to one who has departed this life than
to say that his community and his fellow man were greatly enriched by
his presence on this earth. To say less of the late Russell David Miller, Sr.,
who departed this life on September 18, 1960, would do an injustice to his
memory and to say more would seemingly still be inadequate.
Russell David Miller, Sr., was born on September 24, 1897, in Bennettsville, South Carolina. After graduating from the University of South
Carolina Law School in 1919, he returned to his hometown and became
associated with Sidney S. Tison in the general practice of law. The Tison
& Miller law firm was dissolved in 1947, upon Mr. Miller being appointed
Assistant United States Attorney, which post he held with distinction
until 1954. Upon the admission of his son, J. DuPre Miller, to the Bar
in 1954, a partnership between father and son was formed, which continued
until the time of his death.
The influence of Mr. Miller's keen intellect, integrity and devotion to
his professional calling will be felt for years to come by his fellow practitioners at the Bar. For a number of years he served on the Ethics
Committee of the South Carolina Bar Association and thereafter was a
momber of the Board of Bar Examiners. His ready willingness to assist,
advise and console younger members of the Bar did endear him to all
with whom he was associated.
Mr. Miller's contributions to his community are best exemplified in his
service to his Church, the First Methodist Church of Bennettsville, where
he served on the Board of Stewards, his membership on the Board of
Trustees of the Marlboro County General Hospital, and his active interest
in school affairs while serving as a member of the Bennettsville School
Board of Trustees. His zeal and dedication to that which he undertook resuited in his being a leader of men. Commander of his American Legion
Post, Past Master of Marlboro County Masonic Lodge No. 88, and a
Shriner are all indicative of the esteem in which he was held by all who
knew him. A veteran of World War I, Mr. Miller was too advanced in
years for service in World War II, but was justifiably proud of being
in charge of the War Bond Program in his community.
Mr. Miller's enthusiastic interest in his Alma Mater resulted in his
election to the University of South Carolina Board of Trustees in 1955,
where he continued to serve until the time of his death.
All who recall Mr. Miller's last years will remember him as one who
was always ready with a smile, bright and cheerful, and devoted to his
professional calling, despite excruciating pain resulting from his physical
infirmities. His passing has been greatly felt by his community, his Bar
and his State.
He is survived by his widow, the former Westelle Breeden, of Bennettsville, South Carolina, to whom he was married on December 5, 1920, and
three children, Clara Ann M. Brown, Russell David Miller, Jr., and J.
DuPre Miller, and eight grandchildren.
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JULIAN MITCHELL
BY FREDERICK H. HORLBECK
In the death of Mr. Julian Mitchell of Charleston on November 30, 1960,
at the age of ninety-three, the South Carolina Bar has lost one of its
ablest and most distinguished members and the community one of its most
faithful and effective leaders. Although he was a banker during the latter
years of his life, as President of The South Carolina National Bank of
Charleston since March 1931 and later as Chairman of the Board, the
earlier and greater part of his career, until he was sixty-four years of
age, was devoted to a very active general practice of the law. In this
profession he excelled and well maintained the reputation of his illustrious
father of the same name, who sometime before the year 1878 with the
late Henry A. M. Smith, afterwards United States District Judge, had
established the law firm of Mitchell & Smith.
Mr. Mitchell was born in Flat Rock, North Carolina, on November 21,
1867, a son of Julian Mitchell and Mrs. Caroline Phoebe Pinckney Mitchell,
both of Charleston. After attending McCabe Preparatory School in Petersburg, Virginia, and Harvard College, he studied law at the University
of Virginia. He was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in the year 1890
and soon thereafter became a junior member of the firm of Mitchell &
Smith and senior member after the death of his father in 1907 and the
elevation of Mr. Smith to the Federal Bench in 1911. He served in the
South Carolina Legislature for several years including the year 1900.
His career may be likened to a gem of many facets, combining as he
did many characteristics not often found in one individual: to his knowledge of the law was added ability as an advocate; to quick perception
and versatility as a lawyer were joined wisdom, courage and the practical
mind of a man of business; a keen sense of the relevancy and bearing of
facts together with a profound understanding of the vagaries of human
these made him a power
nature and an appreciation of the humorous, in the court room worthy of any antagonist.
Never stentorian nor boisterous in the court room but always pursuing
the even tenor of his way with unruffled composure, apparently impervious to attack whether the case was proceeding favorably or against him,
his keen observation missed nothing that occurred at the trial. In argument he never strove for oratorical effects, but apparently without effort
would make so clear, logical and reasonable a presentation of the case as
usually to prove convincing and lead to a successful result.
Although desiring no office or credit for himself, he was always interested in and willing to devote his time and talents to community and
political affairs. His knowledge of human nature, political insight and
unerring judgment were so much in request as usually to find him consulted in the inner cycle on such occasions, - an active force but without
publicity.
As a man he was friendly and likable, loved and respected by many
friends and people in all walks of life. Always considerate of others,
he had something more than diplomacy; he had the gift of tact.
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Whether as a lawyer, as a banker or as a man, for his good works in
each capacity he should long be remembered; but perhaps his achievement
of the most far reaching consequence, and the one that entitles him to be
remembered with gratitude by the greatest number of people, was the
saving from loss or liability of the many depositors and stockholders in
the banking crisis of 1933, on the occasion when through his work, along
with the work of Mr. B. M. Edwards, the Bank was recovered from federal
control and restored to its stockholders, firmly reestablished upon a strong
foundation.

BENJAMIN EDWARD NICHOLSON
BY RAYMOND FOLK AND JoE F. ANDERsoN

Benjamin Edward Nicholson, after a life of service at the Edgefield
Bar, died December 16, 1960. He was more affectionately known as "Ned"
and was active in civic and religious affairs in the County of Edgefield.
He served as State Senator from the County of Edgefield from 1940 to
1944.
He was the son of the late Senator Benjamin L. Nicholson and Helen
Sheppard Nicholson. Mr. Nicholson was a graduate of the Law School
of the University of South Carolina. He had served as special circuit
judge. He was superintendent of the Sunday School, teacher, and member
of the official board of the Edgefield Methodist Church.
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Ruth Walker Nicholson; one son, B. E.
Nicholson, Jr., a senior medical student at the Medical College of South
Carolina; a daughter, Ruth Walker Nicholson of the home; two sisters,
Mrs. G. E. McDaniel and Mrs. Patrick H. Nelson, both of Columbia.
During the twenty-odd years he practiced law in Edgefield, he participated in some of the most important criminal and common pleas cases in
the State, and his services as a lawyer were sought by many here and
over the State and retained by leading business firms which had high
regard for his abilities as a lawyer.
For many years he was head of the Edgefield County School Board and
was instrumental in constructing a number of school buildings in Edgefield, always having an interest in the educational obligations of the
county and State-which he has served in varying capacities.
On the Nicholson side of his family, he was descended from families
that early settled Edgefield County and took a leading part in the religious and professional life of their communities, county, and State, his
father having been a greatly beloved and highly useful citizen who died
leaving a large family of small children. His grandfather was a general
in the Confederacy.
His maternal ancestors were leaders in some of the most important
episodes in South Carolina history, his maternal grandfather having been
Governor of South Carolina, a prominent lawyer of Edgefield, and a member of the firm of Sheppard Brothers. His uncle, James C. Sheppard, who
survives him, served as State Senator and Lieutenant Governor.
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A. FLETCHER SPIGNER, JR.
By A. RAY

HINNANT

I have the sad honor - the high privilege - to speak in commemoration
of my friend - a friend of all - A. Fletcher Spigner, Jr.
True friendship, which asks no reward or favor, which seeks only to
give and serve, which flows freely from a pure heart, is the rarest and
the most precious of life's gifts. This gift I enjoyed in the friendship of
Fletcher Spigner. My loss is great. The loss to his family, community,
state and nation is immeasurable.
I first knew Fletcher when we both attended University High School
where already he showed the qualities of personality and leadership so
marked in his later years. A smiling, friendly, athletic young man, he
excelled in all sports. Despite many extracurricular activities, he was
recognized as a serious student, always in the forefront of his class in
scholarship. Everyone admired him, and the example of a great athlete,
who was at the same time a splendid student, left a deep mark on all of us.
Fletcher came by his great capacity for leadership and service to his
fellowman naturally. The Spigner family has for many years been
prominent in the affairs of South Carolina and Richland County. They
have always been noted for the integrity and devotion to the public welfare
which they brought to the offices they held. Fletcher's father served Richland County as its Senator, and the Fifth Judicial Circuit as Solicitor
for many years. His grandfather had been the Treasurer of Richland
County for a period of sixteen years.
On his mother's side, religion played a most important role. His mother,
Elise Tiller Spigner, is the daughter of a Methodist Minister, and her
mother also was the daughter of a Methodist Minister. It would only
follow that Fletcher would have a great devotion to the church and high
Christian principles which governed his every action.
Upon graduation from high school Fletcher completed the academic
course at the University of South Carolina in three years and was awarded
his LL.B. in 1941. During this time he had been captain of the freshman
football team, captain of the track team, a member of ODK, the National
Honor Fraternity, a member of Sigma Nu Fraternity, president of the
Law Federation, and for three years he was listed in Who's Who in
American Colleges. Upon his graduation from the University he was
awarded the J. Rion McKissick Award for outstanding service to the
University.
Fletcher practiced law briefly with his father before entering upon a
career with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He was considered one
of the outstanding members of this illustrious organization, and he was
assigned by Mr. Hoover to the most axacting of assignments - espionage.
In this capacity he again distinguished himself, being instrumental in the
solution of such cases as the Fred Ludwig ease, the Normandy case, and
the Eight Saboteurs case. During his stay with the F.B.I. he was recog.
nized as an expert in firearms and ballistics.
In 1943, the desire to get in the actual thick of the War gave rise to
his resignation from the F.B.I. and his entry into the Navy as an Ensign.
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He was assigned to the European Theatre, and his ship, among other
hazardous operations, was engaged in a sustaining operation for the Allied
Forces invading Normandy. Later he served in the disarmament and
evacuation of Norway. He was discharged in the spring of 1946 as a
Lieutenant Junior Grade.
Returning from the War, Fletcher devoted his entire efforts to the
practice of law. The lifelong ambition of both Fletcher and his father - to
practice law as partners - was not possible due to the untimely accidental
death of Fletcher Spigner, Sr., in 1945. In the practice of law Fletcher
was noted for his thoroughness, and as a champion of the poor and unfortunate.
He began his political career in the elections of 1946, and after a
campaign in which he walked, rode, and trudged into every nook and
cranny of Richland County to meet and talk to the people, he was elected
to the House of Representatives by a record majority, leading the entire
field. To the Legislature he took the same conscientious devotion, and
labored long and hard for causes benefiting the people as a whole. It
was largely due to his efforts that the modern system of a State Law
Enforcement Agency embodying experts in the various fields of criminology now exists.
Fletcher was elected to the Senate from Richland County in 1954 and
served with distinction for four years, not offering for re-election. During this time the Harden Street Extension became a reality; Richland
County was returned a valuable tract of land from the Federal Government; and progress made in all phases of County Government due in
a large part to the efforts of this capable and dedicated public servant.
It might be well at this point to quote the noted South Carolina author,
Herbert Ravenel Sass, in his The Story of the South Carolina Low Country, regarding Fletcher Spigner. Mr. Sass makes this observation, and
I quote, "The County of Richland has seldom had a more conscientious
and capable representative in the State Senate than A. Fletcher Spigner,
Jr., a prominent lawyer of Columbia, S. C." And, further, "A. Fletcher
Spigner, Jr., is a man of great public spirit and he impresses all who
come in contact with him by his great capability, friendliness and genuine
interest in the welfare of his fellow citizens."
It is hard to measure the value of Fletcher's contributions to the
civic life of this community. He served in many causes and many organizations. He was Commander of Post 6 of the American Legion, a member
of the County and State Bar Associations, the Exchange Club, the Forty
& Eight, and on the Board of Directors of the Association of the Blind,
to mention a few. He was vitally interested in the improvement of the
Columbia and State Hospitals, as well as in the school system. Last year
he served as Vice-President of the Schneider P.T.A. His devotion to his
Church, St. John's Episcopal, and before that, Washington Street Methodist, was genuine and heartfelt. At St. John's he was a charter member
of the "Men's Discussion Group," a member of the Vestry, and was the
only Attorney on the Professional Advisory Board, Marriage Counselling
Service of the Upper Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina.
In 1941, Fletcher married Henrietta Geddes Baily, and they were blessed
with four fine children, two boys and two girls. It was his family that gave
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Fletcher his greatest satisfaction and joy. A devoted husband and father,
he literally lived for them. The pride of his other accomplishments, of
whatever magnitude they may have been, was nothing as compared to the
pride he had for his family.
Yes, this Bar has lost a most valuable member. One consolation at this
time is that a man's value to his fellow man is not measured by the length
of his life, but by the contributions he makes during that life. It can
truthfully be said that Fletcher Spigner contributed much more in his
forty-five years than many outstanding men do in twice that time. His.
life was one of devotion and service to his fellow man, and as in Leighi
Hunt's famous poem, Abou Ben Adhem, it will be no surprise to me to find!
that when the Angel shows the list of those whom love of God has blessed,.
Fletcher Spigner's will lead all the rest.

ALBERT CRESWELL TODD
By J. E. MCDONALD
Albert Creswell Todd died April 19, 1961, at Self Memorial Hospital in
Greenwood after a brief illness. He was in the eighty-first year of a life
of leadership at the Bar.
Albert Todd was born at Laurens, South Carolina, on August 29, 1880.
After attending the Laurens Male Academy and the Laurens City Schools,
he received his preparatory and his legal education at the University of
South Carolina, being awarded an A.B. and an LL.B. degree in 1901.
He was the eldest son of J. W. and Harriet Garlington Todd. His fatherwas a prominent Laurens banker. His brothers included J. W. Todd, Jr.,
a businessman of Laurens, and James C. Todd, owner of Spratt Grocery
Company. His sister was Miss Bessie Todd, also of Laurens. Both of his
brothers and his sister predeceased him. His mother predeceased him byonly a few years, passing at the age of ninety-six in the year 1957.
In 1908 he married Eva Brownlee Todd. This union, characterized by
mutual respect and devotion, was blessed with one daughter, Harriet Todd
Gallant, a resident of Greenwood; and one son, Albert Cresswell Todd,
Jr., also of Greenwood. Few couples have been closer to each other than
Albert and Eva were, and the entire family has always shown a marked
unity.
He began his legal career in his home town of Laurens, by entering
practice with the late United States Senator N. B. Dial. Their office
developed a very substantial practice in Laurens and the surroundingcounties. During World War I, he devoted a large portion of his time as
chairman of the Laurens County Draft Board.
In 1929 he moved to Greenwood to enter a partnership with the late
Messrs. J. B. Park and M. G. McDonald under the firm name of Park,
McDonald and Todd. A year or two later Mr. F. B. Grier, who had been
away from Greenwood as Vice-President and General Counsel of the
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company, returned to Greenwood, and the
firm became Grier, Park, McDonald & Todd. After the death of Mr.
Park and Mr. Grier and the admission into the firm of Randolph W. Grierand Howard L. Burns, the firm became known as Grier, McDonald, Toddi
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& Burns. The writer became a member of the firm in 1951; M. G. McDonald died in 1953; J. W. Bradford, Jr., became a member of the firm
in 1957, at which time the firm name was changed to Grier, McDonald,
Todd, Burns & Bradford. At the time of his death, Mr. Todd was an
active member of the firm.
He was a member of the Greenwood County, South Carolina and Ameri-can Bar Associations and of the American Judicature Society. He had a
.deep and abiding interest in activities -of all these organizations. For a
mumber of years, he was a member of the State Board of Law Examiners. He took particular pains, even in later years, to attend the meetings of the South Carolina Bar Association. He was also a member
-of the American Branch of the Newcomen Society of England. This Society
has as its purpose the increasing of appreciation of American-British
'traditions and ideals in the Arts and Sciences. For many years, he ex'iibited a keen interest and participation in the activities of this Society.
Aside from his legal work, Albert Todd's primary interest lay in fostering the work of the Southern Presbyterian Church. During his early years
in Laurens, he became interested in the organization of the Grace Covenant
Presbyterian Church there. He devoted a great deal of time to this effort
and was Superintendent of and a teacher in the Sunday School for many
years. That his work was fruitful is attested by the strength of this
church today. He had been an Elder of the First Presbyterian Church
of Greenwood since 1932 and was always generous with his time and
money in any effort of that church and of the denomination.
The Thornwell Home and School for Children in Clinton, South Carolina,
were also objects of his special efforts. He was first elected to the
Board of Trustees of the institution in 1920, and in various ways his
nssociation with it continued until his death. He was for many years a
member of the Board of Trustees, was its attorney for approximately thirty
years, was chairman of various committees and otherwise active in its
affairs.
Presbyterian College likewise held a special niche in his affection. He
served on the Board of Trustees of the College from 1935 to 1945, and
from 1937 to 1944 he was Chairman of the Board.
His work in the field of education carried over into other areas, and
he was elected to the Board of Trustees of the University of South Carolina in 1947 and continued to serve on the Board until 1960. He was Vicer."hairman of the Board from 1956 until 1960. It was during his service
or, this Board that the University exhibited outstanding growth. Among
*other things, the new Law School building was built and the function of
-,the Law School greatly developed and expanded.
He was always active in civic affairs and took a vital, although behind'the-scenes interest, in politics. He was a Mason, was the first President
of the Laurens Rotary Club and was President of the Greenwood Rotary
Club. At one time or another, he was a member or director of most
,charitable organizations in Greenwood. Although he was not active politically, lie was a close student of governmental affairs at every level
And always sought to promote honesty and integrity in public service.
His diligence, perseverance, accuracy and forceful personality won to
iiim a substantial legal practice. His advice was widely sought in con-
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nection with railroad, industrial, utility and insurance matters. For many
years, he was General Solicitor of the C&WC Railway Co., and the firm
of which he was a member was Division Counsel for the Seaboard and the
Georgia & Florida Railroads and represented the P&N Railroad. Most
of the corporate interests in Greenwood and the surrounding counties
sought his advice upon any matter of substantial importance, and he
counted numerous insurance companies among his clients. He was a director of the State Bank and Trust Co., of Laurens Mill and of the CN&L
Railroad.
For almost sixty years, he was involved in much of the substantial
corporate, utility and insurance litigation before our courts. As a result,
he was counsel in many of the major decisions of our Supreme Court
in these areas of the law. His frequent appearances before it led him to
be as much at ease before the Supreme Court as the average attorney is
before a lesser court.
He came to the Bar and was trained at a time when there was little
talk of compromise in any lawsuit. It was customary to try each case to
the jury and to explore fully all legal issues involved. As a result, he did
not take readily to that legal group, of relatively recent origin, which
advocates the compromise of litigation. He approached each case with
the idea that, at least potentially, it was a matter which would be tried
to a jury and appealed to the Supreme Court. As a result, his work was
characterized by absolute accuracy and utmost thoroughness in preparation. He was a master in exploring all facets of the evidence prior to
trial. Thorough legal memoranda were prepared on each possible legal
issue involved. All subsidiary documents, such as requests to charge, statements from witnesses, etc., were also on hand. His clients' cases were prepared for trial as thoroughly as he could do it, and I think it is fair to
state that his legal adversaries understood that they could win their cases
only after a thorough and complete proof of their clients' primary right
to succeed, and not because of a failure of the defense to be thoroughly
prepared and properly presented.
One result of this thorough preparation and complete research was
that he became intimately familiar with all phases of legal procedure. I'm
afraid this caused his partners to become quite lazy, because it was usually
easier to ask him what the "Law" was than to look it up. He could not
only state the law, but could usually cite a case that he had taken to
the Supreme Court in which that particular point was involved.
It is most gratifying to note that the last two disputed legal points
which he handled were both decided favorably to his position following
his death. In one, a suit for a rate undercharge which he brought for
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Co., he argued the legal issues involved
just a few days prior to his death, and his position has now been sustained
by a circuit court order. The other was the matter of Moore v. Palmetto
Bank, and Textile Insurance Co., Smith's Advance Sheets, May 27, 1961,
in which his appeal to the Supreme Court was sustained and the case
remanded for entry of judgment in favor of his client.
He had a keen sense of humor and was always cordial and friendly
toward those with whom he came in contact. An ardent sportsman, he
enjoyed hunting, fishing, golfing and other sports in his younger days.
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As he became older, his interest was naturally limited to that of a
spectator. He was a particularly ardent and partisan follower of the
University of South Carolina football team and he dreamed of the day
when it would be a national power. He was familiar with the names
of most of the members of the squad and knew the number of many of
the starting lineup.
A courteous Christian gentleman, wise counselor, and forceful, tenacious
advocate, he will be sorely missed by his family, friends, associates and
community.

CHARLES W. WARING
BY COMn~G B. GIBBS
Charles Witte Waring, after thirty-eight years at the Bar, and while
president of this Association, died unexpectedly on November 28, 1960,
leaving many friends and colleagues who will long remember him with
esteem and affection.
He was born November 5, 1899, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R.
Waring, the former of whom was the editor of the Charleston Evening
Post for many years. He attended Porter Military Academy, the College
of Charleston, and was graduated from the University of the South with
a Bachelor of Arts; he earned the degree of Bachelor of Law at the
School of Law of the University of Pennsylvania, and entered the practice
of the law in Charleston where he became a partner in the prominent firm
of Waring & Brockinton.
He was one of the members of the Charleston Bar who, in 1924, joined
in founding this Association, and he served as its first Secretary for
ten years.
He represented Charleston County in the General Assembly, and later,
beginning in the thirties, he lived in Washington where he served for a
number of years as an attorney in the Department of Agriculture and
in the Bureau of Internal Revenue. He returned to Charleston in 1942 and
rejoined his old firm, where he practiced with vigor and distinction until
his untimely death at the age of sixty-one years.
We all knew Charles Waring as a wise and effective practitioner of
thn law, and we shall all miss him sorely. Perhaps the finest tribute
that we can pay him is to say that he owned the complete trust and the
fullest professional respect of his colleagues at the Bar.

ALBERT CECIL WILLIAMS
BY CHARLEs B. ELLIOTT
Albert Cecil Williams, a practicing atorney in the City of Columbia
for almost twenty-six years, was born in Grovetown, Georgia, August
21, 1909, and died suddenly in the City of Columbia on June 25, 1960.
Mr. Williams spent his childhood in Rock Hill where he early became
a member of the historic Ebenezer Presbyterian Church. He graduated
from Winthrop Training School in 1927, from the University of South
Carolina with a B.S. degree in 1931, and from the Law School of the
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University of South Carolina in 1934. He was thereupon admitted to
practice law on June 12, 1934, and continued the practice of law, particularly in the field of real estate, in Columbia for a period of twenty-six
years, with the exception of four years which he spent in the United States
Navy as a Lieutenant Commander in World War II. He was admitted to
practice in the2 Circuit Court of Appeals of the Fourth Circuit on January
29, 1937.
He was a charter member of the Executives Club, had belonged to the
Tarantella Club for a number of years, was a member of the Naval Reserve Officers Club, the Navy Legion Club, a member of the South Carolina Bar Association, and the Richland County Bar Association.
Mr. Williams' only immediate survivor is his mother, Mrs. Mattie B.
Williams, with whom he made his home on Blossom Street.
Mr. Williams (Albert, as we lawyers called him), although unassuming,
had a wide circle of friends. He was an active member of the First Presbyterian Church, where he was a member of the Board of Deacons for
many years. Albe- t was reared in a home that was deeply religious. He
was a man of fine integrity and was likewise deeply religious. He spent
a great deal of time in doing Church work, taught in the Sunday School,
and on several occasions taught in the Men's Bible Class of the First
Presbyterian Church.
In the practice of law his work was largely in the field of real estate.
In this field he was unusually adept. His work was accurate and painstaking. He possessed the finest character, and was trusted absolutely by
his fellow lawyers.
His career in the Navy during the last World War is something in
which his family and his friends for generations can take great pride.
He entered the Naval Reserve at Charleston on March 4, 1942, He was
then sent to Northwestern University in Chicago where he was promoted
to Senior Lieutenant and stationed at Portsmouth, Virginia. On December
10, 1942, he sailed for Northwest Africa where he spent about a year
in North Africa, the Mediterranean, Sicily, and Italy.
In December, 1943, he went to England and was in the great invasion
of Normandy on D Day, June 6, 1944.
When he was released from the Navy on March 30, 1946, after the war
was over, he held the rank of Lieutenant Commander, which had been
conferred upon him on October 1, 1945.
The author of this memorial knew Albert Williams well. About two
years ago, in a moment of relaxation in a busy law office, although he
was loathe to discuss it, yet in response to direct questions he described
to the writer his experiences during D Day, which was not one day, as
you recall, but several days. He was Commander of a boat and his job
was to carry soldiers from the transport ashore in the face of the deadly
batteries and the German guns. He went through the battle without a
scratch, although great numbers of men were killed on several of the
boats.
Albert was devoted to the sanctuary, knew and loved Presbyterian traditions, and was an unusually able student of the Bible and of the creeds and
doctrines of the Presbyterian Church.
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The many floral tributes at his funeral attested to the loyalty and devotion of countless friends.
Albert was without guile and must be numbered with the pure in heart.
Measured by any proper standard he was a successful lawyer.
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